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[57] ABSTRACT

An improved hearth section for a shaft furnace may com-
prise a plurality of splines mounted to the side wall of the
hearth section in spaced-apart circumferential positions so
that each of the splines extends radially inward from the
side-wall and into the interior of the hearth section. The floor
of the hearth section may include a plurality of stand-offs
positioned in generally spaced-apart relation and that extend
upward from the floor and into the interior of the hearth
section.
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