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[57] ABSTRACT

A method for handling the problem of crud formation
in the solvent extraction of wet-process phosphoric acid
is described. Crud is the name ordinarily given to the
thick interfacial layer of semii-floatable material which
tends to form and accumulate, and which interferes
with many of the extraction processes and, in particular,
with the solvent extraction of wet-process phosphoric
acid. The method described provides for the operation
of the solvent extraction stages in a manner that allows
the formation and temporary accumulation of crud in
those stages whereupon the solvent and the crud are
then removed from the extraction stages and treated in
a series of operations which include a clarification step,
an acid removal step, a water wash step and a caustic
treatment step, which steps effectively separate the
solvent from the crud, and remove the crud compo-
nents from the system and regenerate otherwise unus-
able solvent.

The invention is particularly applicable to the solvent
extraction of wet-process phosphoric acid for the re-
covery of uranium by the reductive stripping technique.

7 Claims, 1 Drawing Figure
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